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Elementary Rebus

Faculty Rebus

Middle & High Rebus

Last week’s WINNERS are!
Elem: Cameron gr. 2
MsHs: Ahmed Tarig gr. 6
Faculty: Reem Elashi

Last week’s Answers are!
Elem: Karkaday
MS/HS: Pool Party
Faculty: Car for Sale, See Mr. Ross

Grade
1

KG

 Elementary School Math 
problems:

Skip Count by 2s from 0 to 50

Use the following numbers to make 

two- and three-digit numbers:

3 and 9: What is the largest number you 

can make?

4 and 1: What is the smallest number 

you can make?

6 and 2 and 5: What is the largest num-

ber you can make?

What is the smallest number you can 

make?

 Create a division/

multiplication fact family house for 

the numbers 5, 6, and 30

Grade
2

NEWS FROM THE 
Thursday, May 14, 2015

KAS 
Aladdin play - Tuesday May 19th 7:00pm
Science Fair - Wednesday May 20 1:30 - 3:00pm

Winners are:
KG: Leila 
G1: Taemin
G2: Alan

Khartoum
American School

E PTA Picnic -Charity Event-
“KAS TO MYGOMA 

Orphanage”

The early years of a child 
are all about exploring 
their environment and learn-
ing about their likes and 
dislikes.  This month we have 
been working on discover-
ing our 5 senses.  We have 
been hearing, seeing, touch-
ing, smelling, and tasting new 
and exciting things.  We found 
that some of us are big fans 
of sour tastes, while some of 
us do not like loud noises.  
This exploration allowed us 
to try new things and to bet-
ter understand our bodies.  
Furthering our exploration 
of our bodies, we are moving 
into drawing our own self-
portraits.  We are discover-
ing parts of our face that 
we typically overlook such 
as our eyebrows, eyelashes, 
cheeks, and chins.  Through 
learning about our faces, 
we are looking into our own 
emotions and understanding 
the emotions of others.  I am 
excited about the discussions 
that will follow!

early years

Sarah Boyer
Early Childhood Teacher



THE KAS 2015 SCIENCE FAIR
The KAS 2015 Science Fair is different than KAS Science Fairs of 

previous years. For one thing- this year, the fair will be held dur-
ing school hours (on Wednesday, May 20th from 1:30-3) rather than 
after school. It will be set up in three air-conditioned classrooms 
-Ms. Juliane’'s, Ms. Lyn’'s and Mr. Metcalf'’s classrooms) rather 
than in the Quad. It is also has a unique focus and goal – solv-
ing real world problems. The work will be judged differently as 
well. Judges will be asked to look for good understanding of the 
problem, comprehensive problem solving, and practical thinking 
that guides sensible action. 
At the AISA March conference in Cape Town, South Africa, Ms. 

Egbal and Ms. Juliane created the new format for the Science Fair 
in our Project-Based Learning workshop. We decided on the three 
focus topics and outlined the project. Ms. Juliane also incorpo-
rated what she had learned in a workshop on teachers and stu-
dents working together to create the future. The driving question 
for this year’'s Science Fair arose from this process. Each project 
should answer the question “What can I do now that will make a 
difference in 2025 in the energy crisis, global warming / climate 
change, and/or water issues?” Students could choose to use any of 
the four 21st century skills (of critical thinking, communication, 
collaboration or innovation) to address an aspect of their focus.
Every student in the KAS Middle School and 9th grade individu-

ally researched the issues in each of the three topics, chose a 
focus, brainstormed solutions, researched three of their solutions, 
and created their own driving question and a plan for completing 
their project. We discussed the importance of and how to do each 
step. Once each student completed this process, he or she has had 
the opportunity to work alone, in pairs, or in groups to complete a 
project for extra credit. 
We have been pleased with the students’ enthusiasm, thinking and 

efforts so far. We are looking forward to hearing their thoughts 
and seeing what they have created. Everyone is invited to come by 
and see the results of this year’s new kind of Science Fair on May 
20th between 1:30 and 3. 

Letter from the Superintendent,
Dr. Robert Beck
Dear KAS Parents,

I am writing to share with you the new terms of pay-
ment starting in the 2015-2016 school year.  

Please be advised that due to the school experienc-
ing ongoing and significant challenges in securing US 
dollars to fulfill its financial commitments, it has been 
decided that starting with the academic year 2015-
2016 the school will no longer be accepting USD 
checks from local banks in Sudan. Please feel free 
to contact the administration office if you have any 
queries.

Now that we are in the final month of the school year, 
the children and staff are very busy with year-end 
activities.  It is a very exciting time at KAS.  I hope 
that you join us, for example, to enjoy the school play 
Aladdin that is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19 at 7 
PM. And i encourage you to visit the science fair on 
Wednesday, May 20 from 1:30 - 3:00pm. These event 
will be memorable and enjoyable!
Sincerely yours.

English Saying
Dollars to donuts, meaning a certainty, is a pseudo betting term, 
pseudo in that it didn’t originate with actual betting involving do-
nuts, but just as a pleasant-sounding alliterative phrase which indi-
cated short odds - dollars are valuable but donuts aren’t. The phrase 
parallels the earlier English betting expression a pound to a penny.  
The phrase appears to have originated in mid 19th century USA. 
The earliest citation for it is in the newspaper The Daily Nevada 
State Journal, February 1876, which despite being a conspicuously 
American publication, preferred the ‘dollars to doughnuts’ spelling 
(the ‘donut’ spelling was a mid 20th century adaptation). The phrase 
didn’t settle down to its current ‘donut’ version for some time. In 
1884, there’s a reference in G. W. Peck’s Boss Book to ‘dollars to 
buttons’ and in August 1904, The Boston Herald referred to ‘dollars 
to cobwebs’. Buttons and cobwebs were presumably chosen for 
their obvious lack of value but failed to catch on as they lacked the 
perky alliteration with dollars.

Minette van der Bijl

Juliane Rothan-Centers
MS/HS Science Teacher

Letter from the Early Childhood/
Elementary School Principal, Phil Centers
Dear Parents, Students, Teachers, and Community
Members,

This week we celebrated Health Week in the Middle 
School, and I had the privilege of co-teaching—with 
Mr. Joel Christenson (MS Math teacher)—the 7th 
and 8th grade boys about how to be healthy as they 
navigate the sometimes tumultuous waters of the 
young adult years. Our goal in working with these 
fine young boys has been to have them come for-
ward from this week with a mature understanding of 
the changes they are going through, that will allow 
them to make good choices in this time of their lives 
that they will be able to feel proud of when they 
have fully emerged into adulthood.

To accomplish this goal we began each of our 
Health sessions this week with physical activity, so 
important for the well-being of our young adults, 
and more so now than ever before with the stag-
gering number of things that tempt all of us to lead 
sedentary lives spending hours each day stationary 
while looking at screens of one sort or another. Mr. 
Joel and I shared stories of our own challenges and 
triumphs as young men, and engaged the 7th and 
8th grade boys in research, conversation, and dis-
covery about the important health questions they 
have at this time. The boys were respectful and en-
gaged as we explored the essential aspects of their 
healthy lifestyle and healthy choices as teenagers.

While the experience was a very satisfying one for 
me and Mr. Joel, and I believe a positive one for 
the boys as well, if anything we could have used 
much more time together, as we were really only 
able to touch on the core topics in the time we had 
this week. Still it was a good beginning, and I hope 
there will be opportunities to continue this work in 
the future.

Letter from the Middle/High School
Principal, Susan Boutros
Dear Parents, 
May seems to always be the busiest month of the year. It 
seems that everyone is counting down the days. Whether 
finishing elementary school, finishing middle school, 
freshman year, graduating as seniors, going on a holiday 
or moving to another country this time of year is exciting 
for everyone. 

The hotter weather and longer evenings can become 
exhausting as we continue to go to school; however, 
we can always make the most of this. The weather, and 
whole summer environment that it brings, usually makes 
students relax and be a bit more laid back regarding 
school work. In order to find inner peace as the end of 
the year slowly comes, one should follow these three 
tips.

First and foremost, one should keep his focus. Although 
the weather can give us a sense of relaxation, slack-
ing off in one’s schoolwork only ends up making one 
more stressed when finals come around. For this reason, 
continue to do your homework and assignments on time. 
The end of the year will be much less stressful if you 
maintain your grades now rather than later.

Second, one should get involved. Summertime has so 
many opportunities for students: swimming, basketball 
and soccer are just a few examples. Remaining active al-
lows one to practice good time management and create 
balance within his life.

Finally, enjoy the weather! Living in Sudan can be a 
great experience. Try to enjoy the hot weather. There are 
many people living elsewhere who envy you right now 
for living in a hot country. 

We are looking forward to seeing you all in the days to 
come. Please don’t miss our Science Fair on Wednesday, 
May 20th from 1:30 – 3:00pm. The students are working 
very hard and we are all looking forward to seeing what 
they have created.

School Opening and Closing Times start-
ing August ---- 2015-2016 8:00am classes 
begin and ends 2:50pm 
(Gates open at 7:45)

Nursery and Early-Childhood 
(8:00am - 12:30pm)

The KAS Annual Association General Meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, May 19, 2015 at 6pm 
in the Library, followed immediately at 7pm 
by the school production of the musical play 
“Aladdin.” The school is looking to recruit new 
board members; those selected by vote of the 
parents at the General Meeting are entrusted 
to serve a two-year term. Please consider serv-
ing the school in this unique way. If you are 
interested, please send an email to Dr. Rob 
Beck, KAS Superintendent, at rbeck@krtams.
org, along with a short biography that can be 
distributed to the Association. The deadline 
for applications is the 18th of May, 2015. We 
look forward to seeing you on the evening of 
the 19th!

Deadline extended!
Would you like to be a

School Board member?!

MAP Results
Recently our KAS 3rd through 10th graders successfully completed our first “Measures of Academic 
Progress” (MAP) session which ran three weeks, from April 19th through May 6th. During this time 
all grade 3 through 10 students took three assessments—Reading, Language Usage, and Math—the 
results of which will establish a baseline from which we will be able to measure our students’ aca-
demic progress against a robust set of international norms in the years to come. In the 2015-2016 
school year and beyond we will administer the MAP assessments twice a year, in the autumn and 
in the spring, to continue gathering valuable data on how our students are progressing in this realm 
of their development. Now we are eagerly awaiting information from the MAP parent organization, 
Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA), that will complete the process of rendering the results 
of our students’ first MAP assessment session meaningful for all of us. We anticipate receiving this 
information around June 15. When we return for the new school year in August we will present the 
information we receive from NWEA, in combination with the results of the first MAP session, to the 
KAS parents so we are all working with the same assessment data on behalf of our KAS students.
If you are permanently leaving Sudan, we will be happy to forward your child’s MAP results to you. 
Please be sure to give us your forwarding email address. Thank you.

Susan Boutros, MS/HS Principal					     Phil Centers, ECC/ES Principal
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